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5.30pm Introduction & welcome

Context
TEM

5.35pm Maximising achievement

KS4 Schedule

RNS

5.45pm Revision FLD

5.55pm Presentation by English LEI

6.05pm Presentation by Maths CRV

6.15pm Presentation by Science RCD

6.25pm Through the eyes of a pupil Rebecca

6.30pm Next steps and thank you TEM
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Mr Temple 

 
Headteacher
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Mrs Robinson

 
Assistant Headteacher

Quality of Education 



Achievement 

Achievement is when a pupil has reached their full potential and has the opportunity 

to progress onto the next stage of education, training or employment, able to lead a 

happy and fulfilled life.

Attaining a grade 4 is a minimum benchmark, not a target.

Sixth form centres and colleges that offer level 3 qualifications, such as A levels, BTEC, T 

levels and equivalents, expect at least a grade 4 in English & Maths. Many popular 

and successful centres, like our own Denys Salt Sixth Form centre, request grades 5/6 in 

the subject being chosen and/or English or Maths. 

In the UK, the government's GCSE English and Maths resit policy requires students aged 
16-18 (and some 19-25s) who haven't achieved a Grade 4 (or above) to continue 

studying these subjects until they achieve a Grade 4 or reach the age of 18.
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Achievement 
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English and Maths

Evidence confirms that achieving a GCSE pass in English and Maths significantly 
improves life chances, leading to better educational progression and employment 

opportunities

The Link Between English/Maths & Life Chances

•Improved Educational and Career Prospects:

Securing a standard pass (grade 4) in GCSE English and Maths is a prerequisite for 

further study, training, and many job roles.

•Access to Further Study:

Without these qualifications, many young people struggle to access college courses, 

vocational training, and higher education.

•Employment and Financial Stability:

Employers value literacy and numeracy skills, and these skills are linked to better long-
term employment and financial stability.

•Disproportionate Impact:

Young people from disadvantaged backgrounds are less likely to achieve these grades 

initially.
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How to maximise achievement

Research and evidence tell us that the following strategies help to maximise achievement

Attendance

Parental Engagement 

Study Skills

Home learning

Intervention 

Science of Learning

Metacognition

Personal Development
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Attendance

 “missing just 10 days a year reduces the likelihood of achieving grade 

5’s by around 50% (educationhub.gov.uk)
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Parental Engagement 

“The achievement of the pupils where the families couldn’t/didn’t 

engage in parents evenings or the support evenings received, on 

average, a grade lower in their subjects compared to those that did ” 

(2025 Summer outcomes)
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Study Skills

 “Too many students revise ineffectively or not at all. We might assume 

this is down to laziness, apathy or even defiance, but what they often 

lack the skills. Doug Lemov states, practice does not make perfect, but it 

does make permanent." (The Revision Revolution)
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Home learning 

“Homework increases the progress of a child by +5 months and +6 

months when studies involve digital technology” (Education 

Endowment Foundation)
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Intervention Sessions

“The pupils that attended over 10 intervention sessions achieved, on 

average, a grade higher in their subjects. Of those who attended over 

20 they achieved on average 3 grades higher” (2025 Summer 

outcomes)
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Science of Learning

 “By integrating explicit instruction in disciplinary literacies, cognitive  

strategies and self-regulated learning into learning and support  

programmes, can significantly enhance student learning outcomes and 

success” (Webb, Lynne and Cotton (2017)
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Metacognition

" metacognitive approaches have a high impact, with students making 

an average of 7 months' additional progress of where the teacher 

expected them to be." (Education Endowment Foundation)
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Personal Development

 “Evidence suggests that PSHE education directly supports young 

people in succeeding academically, particularly if they are socio-

economically disadvantaged” (PHSE Association)
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Mr Field

Assistant Headteacher
Sixth Form and Staff Development



How do I make the most 
of revision time?

2
 Get listing!

3
Plug the gaps

4 
Plot your route

5
Break up the 

learning

1 
Get set!

6
Look after 
yourself



How can my child make the 
most of revision time?

Agree to the 
role of devices

Listen a lot 
(and talk a 

little!)

Agree a 
switch-off time

Learn 
alongside 

them. Become 
a coach!

Create the 
environment



together  -  resilient  -  ambitious  -  caring

Mr Leitch

Faculty Leader
English
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English Language 

What do pupils need to remember?
• Basics  - punctuation, spelling, sentences, paragraphing
• Use memory to understand words make links to extend 

meanings
• Format of questions
• Time allocations for each task
• Recall language devices
• Recognise structural features
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English Language Past Papers:

https://laurawebbcpd.com/resources/
Question Mark Task

1 4 Multiple choice

2 8 Language Analysis

3 8 Structure Analysis

4 20 Evaluative statement

5 40 Creative Writing: Narrative or 
Descriptive

Question Mark Task

1 4 Choose 4 true statements

2 8 Comparison of similarities and 
differences

3 12 Language analysis

4 16 Comparison of viewpoints and 
perspectives

5 45 Non Fiction Writing: article, letter or 
speech

https://laurawebbcpd.com/resources/
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English Literature 

What do pupils need to remember ?

• Characters and settings are conscious constructs

• Plot, character, theme, structure, context, writer's 
intentions, language use 

• How to analyse a text  - process 

• Recall language and structural devices

• Engage with the question

• Links to outside the extract

• What happens and in what order

• Range of supporting quotes
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English Literature 

•Online copies of the text:

•ACC: https://tinyurl.com/2redp5ze

•AIC: https://tinyurl.com/22hxy9j5

Anthology: https://tinyurl.com/363cnamr

R+J: https://tinyurl.com/3mmd66rp

https://tinyurl.com/363cnamr
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How can pupils revise?

English Language English Literature

• Read a range of texts 
regularly 

• Use question prompts to 
self test understanding of 
what has been read

• Collect and learn subject 
specific vocabulary

• Practise writing

• Explore the texts

• Learn character details

• Learn theme details

• Practise exploring 
poems

• Practise essay plans

• Learn subject specific 
vocabulary
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How can pupils revise?

English Language English Literature

 Flash Cards

 Post-it quotes

 Quizzes

 Mind-maps

 Voice notes
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How can you  help?

Discuss

Discuss texts – they 
need to really know 
them well.

Look out

Look out for TV 
programmes, radio 
podcasts, theatre 
websites etc. that 
might support study of 
the texts

Read

Read together – short 
fiction/non-fiction 
extracts and discuss 
what you both think 
the writer is trying to 
do.

Discuss

Discuss issues and 
support your child in 
constructing and 
communicating an 
opinion

Write

Write together – short 
descriptions of the 
kitchen, the weather 
outside, the dog….

Listen and learn 

Be the pupil, let them 
teach you about how 
to answer the 
questions, what 
happens in the text, 
what the writer is 
trying to achieve.

Ask them to mark your 
writing!
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Mr Craven

Faculty Leader
Maths
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GCSE Mathematics has a Foundation tier (grades 1 – 5) and a Higher tier 

(grades 4 – 9).

What's assessed
Content from any part of the specification may be assessed

How it's assessed
•3 written exam papers 
•1 hour 30 minutes each
•80 marks each
•1 non-calculator paper and 2 calculator papers
•Each paper is 33⅓% of the GCSE Mathematics assessment

Questions
A mix of question styles, from short, single-mark questions to multi-step 

problems. The mathematical demand increases as a student progresses 
through the paper.
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Maths Exam dates

14
th

 May 2026 – Non Calculator Paper

3
rd

 June 2026 – Calculator Paper

10
th

 June 2026 – Calculator Paper

We recommend that all pupils have the 

Casio fx-85GTX or fx-83GTCW

Available from student services for £8
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Unit Tests

Short, regular 
assessments

Compiled using past 
exam questions

Formative to 
measure progress
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PAST PAPER HOMEWORK

Please encourage your child to 
complete their past paper before the 
due day to make the most of our 
support sessions.

Each paper is 90 minutes long
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Pupils can use Sparx Maths to 
revise the topic

Click independent 

learning and type in 

the topic



together  -  resilient  -  ambitious  -  caring

Mrs Richardson

Faculty Leader

Science
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Why is science GCSE important?

DfE NC:

Science is changing our lives and is vital to the world’s future 

prosperity, and all students should be taught essential aspects of the 

knowledge, methods, processes and uses of science. 

They should be helped to appreciate the achievements of science in 

showing how the complex and diverse phenomena of the natural 

world can be described in terms of a number of key ideas relating to 

the sciences which are inter-linked, and which are of universal 

application.
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Understanding vs. Memorisation

 Memorisation involves recalling facts verbatim (e.g. key 

definitions or Newton’s laws).

Understanding means you can explain why those facts work, and 

more importantly, apply them to exam questions.

• AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of: scientific ideas; scientific techniques 

and procedures.  40%

• AO2: Apply knowledge and understanding of: scientific ideas; scientific enquiry, 

techniques and procedures.  40%
• AO3: Analyse information and ideas to: interpret and evaluate; make judgments and 

draw conclusions; develop and improve experimental procedures. 20%

What is effective Science revision?
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• Use checklists and 

the specification to 

audit your 

knowledge.

• Focus your limited 

time on the weaker 

areas.

v

• Find a place where 

you can focus away 

from distractions.

• Use your class 

notes or 

revision guide and 

carry out retrieval.

v v

• Test your 

knowledge and 

understanding on 

exam questions.

• Practising skills 

such as exam 

technique

v

• Mark 

your responses, 

find your 

successes and 

gaps.

• Seek help from a 

teacher or a peer

How to Revise: the learning cycle
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How to revise - How to help

• Reminders and encouragement. 

Even if there is no homework set 

encourage students to do a 20-

minute retrieval task or one exam 

question. Think HIIT for science. 

• Retrieval through blurting, mind 

maps, quizzes, labelling activities. 

• Practise exam technique with 

past paper questions

• Provide an area for students to 

work without distractions. 

• Positivity – science is abstract and 

complex but also surround us. 

Foster confidence that they can 

do it.

Willingham's Memory model



together  -  resilient  -  ambitious  -  caring

Resources and papers
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Support and Monitoring

• Students will know which grade they are aiming for self-determined or school 

given target.

• Students will be aware of their current level of attainment and the gap 

between this and their target. 

• Students will receive personalised targets and guidance on how to improve.

• Communication home following assessments.

• Targeted intervention sessions.
• Increased support in lessons for students  

• Homework tasks set to enable retrieval practise. 

• Students will be provided with resources
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Date Paper Length Course What

12th May 8461/ Paper 1 F and H
8464/B Paper 1 F and H

1 hr 45
1 hr 15

Separates
Combined

Biology Topics 1 – 4, 100 marks 50%
Biology topics 1–4 70 marks 16.7%

18th May 8462/ Paper 1 F and H 
8464/C Paper 1 F and H

1hr 45
1hr 15 

Separates
Combined

Chemistry Topics 1–5 100 marks 50%
Chemistry topics 8–12.  70 marks  16.7%

2nd June 8463/ Paper 1 F and H 
8464/P Paper 1 F and H

1 hr 45
1 hr 15

Separates
Combined

Physics Topics 1-4. 100 marks 50%
Physics topics 18–21 70 marks 16.7%

8th June 8461/ Paper 2 F and H
8464/B Paper 2 F and H

1 hr 45
1 hr 15

Separates
Combined

Biology Topics 5 – 7 100 marks 50% 
Biology topics 5–7 70 marks 16.7%

12th June 8462/ Paper 2 F and H
8464/C Paper 2 F and H

1 hr 45
1 hr 15

Separates
Combined

Chemistry Topics 6–10, 100 marks 50%
Chemistry topics 13–17. 70 marks  16.7%

15th June 8463/ Paper 2 F and H
8464/P Paper 2 F and H

1 hr 45
1 hr 15

Separates
Combined

Physics topics 5-8 100 marks 50%
Physics topics 22–24 70 marks 16.7%

Exam timetable

Mock exams: 
o 10th – 21st November 3 papers, 1 for each science assessing all content covered since year 9.
o 2nd – 13th February 3 papers, 1 for each science assessing all content covered since year 9.
Final decision on tiers and paper entries to be made after February Mock exams
  

6 x Exam 

Papers

2 for each 

subject

All papers consist 

of Multiple choice, 

structured, closed 

short answer and 

open response
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Year 13 pupil

Rebecca



together  -  resilient  -  ambitious  -  caring

Thank you
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