Independent Learning in A-Level Sociology

	Consolidation – after every lesson

	Knowledge Organiser Fill-ins
· Complete blank topic sheets (e.g. Family diversity, Functionalism in Education).
· Create dual-coded diagrams (theory + key sociologists).
Self-Quizzing
· Create flashcards (Quizlet or paper) for definitions and key thinkers.
· Complete low-stakes quizzes based on lesson content.
AO1/AO2 Practice
· Write 100-word summaries of key sociologists (e.g. Marx, Durkheim, Weber).
· Match key studies to concepts (e.g. Willis → Neo-Marxism).
Key Study Profiles
· Create profile cards for key studies: Researcher, Date, Method, Findings, Sociological Significance.
Sociological Scenarios
· Apply theories to made-up case studies.
E.g., "A student from a working-class background underperforms at school – how would Marxists explain this?"
Tutor2u Support
· Using class notes watch he tutor2u webinars on the topic (provided on teams) to ensure they have consolidated their learning
Show off your knowledge 
· Explain the concepts that you have been learning in that lesson to an adult at home. You could do this with a current event that is in the news e.g. racism and crime. Make sure you make it accessible but interesting to them.


	Formal home learning

	Essay Practice
· Plan or write 10, 20 or 30-mark questions from past papers.
· All past papers can be found on your team’s page.
Theory Revision Grids
· Compare and contrast theories using structured tables:
· Functionalism vs Marxism (e.g. Education, Crime).
· Feminism types (liberal, radical, Marxist).
Methods in Context Practice
· Analyse scenarios: e.g., "Assess the strengths and limitations of using unstructured interviews to study working-class parents."
Timed Practice
· 10-mark and 20-mark and 30-mark questions under timed conditions (use mark schemes for self/peer-assessment).
Research Methods Mini Project
· Choose a method (e.g. questionnaire or observation) and design a mini research project at home.
· Reflect on practical, ethical, and theoretical issues.
You be the Examiner 
· Students to use exemplar material and apply the mark scheme and give feedback to the student on WWW and EBI to support them in reading high level work and also improving work to help support essay writing skills. 

	Wider reading and extension

	Sociology Book / Article Reviews
Students read and review:
· Chavs – Owen Jones
· The Establishment – Owen Jones
· Gang Leader for a Day – Sudhir Venkatesh
· Watching the English – Kate Fox
· The Spirit Level – Wilkinson & Pickett
· Everyday Sexism- Laura Bates 
· Living Dolls- Natasha Walter
· The Communist Manifest- Karl Marx and Frederic Engles 
· The McDonaldisation of Society- George Ritzer
· Folk Devils and Moral Panics- Stanley Cohen
Task: 300-word summary + link to AQA topics.
Podcasts & TED Talks
· Thinking Allowed (BBC Radio 4)
· Sociology 101 podcast
· TED Talks: The danger of a single story (Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie)
· The Rest is Entertainment 
· More of Less Behind the Statis
· The media Show 
· The Times- The Story
· The Guardian- Today IN focus 
· The Sociology Podcast 
· The Crime Agents
· The News Agents 
· Newscast
· Criminal 
Task: Watch/listen and summarise key sociological themes.

Documentary Tasks
Watch and reflect:
· The School That Tried to End Racism
· Panorama: Social Housing Crisis
· Educating Yorkshire / Inside Prison: Britain Behind Bars
· The Billionaires Who make out world
· The Murder that Changed a Nation
· Skint: The Truth About Britian’s Economy
· Bowling for Columbine 
· Fahrenheit 9/11
· Andrew Tate: The man who Groomed the World?
· Louie Theroux: Altered States 
· Louie Theroux: Super Max Prison (Miami)
Task: 5 key points + 1 sociological link per programme.

Films
· Erin Brockovich
· The Founder 
· Pride
· Suffragette 
· Maide in Dagenham 
· Bee Movie
· I, Daniel Blake
· Parasite
· The Big Short
· Thelma & Louise 
· The Trueman Show 
· The Help 
· Shrek

Task: To apply sociological theory to these films and make links to the various topics e.g. how does Bee Movie explain the faults in Marxist theory? How is the Media. Or how does Shreck try to defy Wester Beauty standards and what does this say about the state of ‘beauty’ and the ‘beauty myth’ in society?
Current Affairs Analysis
· Choose a weekly news article and analyse through a sociological lens.
E.g. How does this reflect gender inequality or class structures?
· Ensure they are up to date with news notifications on at least one news app and be ready to apply this knowledge in class 

Mini EPQ / Research Task
· Research an area of personal interest linked to Sociology.
· Examples: Black feminism, social media and identity, class and education today.
· Carry out research in school on attitudes and achievement. Gather both qualitative and quantitative data to inform your findings. Analyse the research process in terms of access, ethics, reliability, validity, objectivity and generalizability. 





