Independent Learning in Cam Tech Level 3 IT

	Consolidation – after every lesson

	· Review your class notes and summarise key terminology (e.g. protocols, data flow, project phases).
· Update and annotate your coursework drafts with teacher feedback.
· Create or refine a glossary of key terms (e.g. data types, topologies, legislation, lifecycle stages).
· Practise applying theoretical knowledge to scenario-based questions (e.g. how legislation impacts an organisation).
· Summarise each topic using visual tools (e.g. mind maps, flow charts, comparison tables).
· Attempt short-answer or exam-style questions to reinforce understanding.
· Keep on top of your assignment due dates on Teams.

	Formal home learning

	· Complete practice questions from past papers or sample assessment materials (Unit 1 and Unit 2).
· Write practice responses for “case study” style questions that require application to a scenario.
· Develop mini-projects or prototypes for coursework units (e.g. design documentation, user interface sketches, testing plans).
· Conduct independent research into topics such as emerging technologies, cybersecurity threats, or legislation updates.
· Prepare detailed research notes and references for coursework units (e.g. NEA units).
· Review exemplar materials from OCR to understand assessment criteria and improve your work.
· Practise writing evaluative and analytical responses (e.g. pros and cons of using cloud storage, impact of poor security).

	Wider reading and extension

	· Craig’n’Dave YouTube channel – useful for theory refreshers and comparisons with Computer Science concepts (e.g. networks, algorithms).
· BBC Bitesize (Level 3 IT) and OCR website – for topic recaps and key terminology.
· TechRepublic / Wired / The Register – for staying informed on current IT developments, cybersecurity issues, and emerging technologies.
· FutureLearn / OpenLearn – free online short courses on topics like data analytics, cybersecurity, and project management.
· Brilliant.org / Kahoot / Quizlet – for interactive quizzes on theory and key terms.
· Project Management Institute (PMI) or PRINCE2 Foundation blogs – for insights into project management methods (Unit 8).
· Raspberry Pi Foundation / MagPi – for creative inspiration, digital making, and innovation.
· Cambridge University outreach lectures (on digital ethics, AI, big data) – for context and wider understanding.



