Independent Learning in Level 3 Criminology

	Consolidation – after every lesson

	Flashcard Creation
· Create flashcards (Quizlet or paper) for:
· Types of crime
· Crime statistics
· Social construction of criminality
· Theories of crime (Biological, Individualistic, Sociological)
Crime Case Study Sheets
· Complete one-page summaries of key real-life cases:
· What happened?
· What types of crime were involved?
· Link to theories or campaigns for change.
Use of Tutor 2 U resources 
· Consolidate the tutor2u webinar link to the learning to support consolidation
Dual-Coding Tasks
· Create diagrams or infographics showing:
· The criminal justice process
· Agencies of social control
· A comparison of crime theories
Key Terms Match-Up
· Create a glossary of Unit 1 & 2 key terms and definitions (e.g. norms, values, moral panic, deviance).
· Turn into a matching or retrieval quiz.
Mind Maps & Knowledge Organisers
· Complete topic-based mind maps.
· Fill in blank organisers for each unit (e.g. Unit 2: Criminological Theories).


	Formal home learning

	Controlled Assessment Prep
· Plan responses to past controlled assessment tasks (especially for Units 1 & 3).
· Use PEEL/PEER paragraph structures for evaluation questions.
Theory Evaluation Sheets
· Write 300-word evaluations of different theories.
· Example: Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of Lombroso’s theory of atavism.
Research of key case studies 
· Summarise a case study sheet on (cases below). Give the main events, the outcome of the case. Research the impact of this case and wider statistics on this type of crime. Outline the offender, victims and public awareness.
· Holly Whilloby, Uganda Genocide, WannaCry, Sabina Nessa
Timed Exam Practice
· Answer Unit 2 or Unit 4 past paper questions (e.g. 8-, 15-, or 25-mark questions).
· Use mark schemes and examiner reports for feedback.
Law-Making Task
· Research how laws are made in the UK and write a summary or infographic.
· Include green/white bills, Parliament, Royal Assent, etc.
Research a Campaign for Change
· Choose a campaign (e.g. Sarah’s Law, Clare’s Law, Anti-knife crime).
· Create a presentation answering:
· What was the aim?
· Who supported it?
· Was it successful?
· Link to Unit 1 content.
Access to WJEC content e.g. past papers 
· Examine past papers and use these to create key term flash cards 
· Examine past papers and attempt them and mark them by themselves
Forms Quiz
· Quizzes to check recall and give feedback for gaps in learning. Links to support resources.


	Wider reading and extension

	Criminology Documentaries
Watch and review with set questions:
· Louis Theroux: Behind Bars
· 24 Hours in Police Custody
· Murder 24/7
· When Kids Kill
· BBC Andrew Makinson Documentary
· Forensics The Real CSI (BBC)
· Honour (ITV)
· 24 Hours in Police Custody
· The Real Prosecutors (BBC/ YouTube) 
· Amanda Knoxx (BBC)
· Reggie Yeats Inside Prisons 
· The detectives Taking Down and OCG
· Parole
· Death on the Common My Mothers Murder
· The Push 
· The Trial 

Task: Write a 300-word reflection linking to Unit 1 or 2 content.

Criminology in the News
· All students are advised on the first lesson to add at least one free news app to their phone to keep up to date with current affairs
· Regular links to news articles added to teams as optional tasks to homework 
· Frontpages.com used by students to analyse current events and compare how news events are reported on by different perspectives 
· Select a current or recent news story involving crime.
· Identify: type of crime, societal reaction, applicable theories.
· Evaluate how the media portrayed the event.

Criminology Podcasts
· Listen and reflect:
· Casefile
· Criminal
· The News Agents
· The Crime Agents
· The Trial of Lucy Letby
· The Trial of Highschool stabbing 
· The Trial of Daniel Kalifa 
· The Trail of Briannah Grey
· Law and Crime BBC
· Sword and Scale
· Murder in the Granite City
· Catching the Kingpins
· Smoking Guns
· Seventeen Years 

Task: What theory could explain the offender’s behaviour? Which agencies were involved?

Book Review Tasks
Recommended books for wider reading:
· Inside the Mind of a Murderer – Helen Morrison
· The Secret Barrister
· In Cold Blood – Truman Capote
· Talking with Serial Killers – Christopher Berry-Dee
· The Devil You Know- Gwen Arshad
· A Bit of a Stretch- Chris Atkins
· The Governor- Vanessa Frake 
· Unnatural Causes- Dr Richard Shepherd 
· Shallow Graves-Roy Fysh 
Task: Summarise key themes and link to WJEC units.

Career Research Task
· Research careers in criminal justice: police, probation, forensics, legal, prison officer.
· Create a “job profile” with qualifications, duties, and links to Criminology units.





