Exemplar - Independent Learning in A-level Biology

	Consolidation – each week

	1. Biology is a subject with lots of new vocabulary to learn. You will need to dedicate enough time each week to your studies to stay ahead.
1. Go back over your notes after each lesson. If there is anything you don’t understand use your textbook, talk to a friend or watch an Alevel Biology video from a trusted source such as Miss Estruch on YouTube. You should also speak to your teacher if you need any further support.
1. Make revision summary notes or flashcards to summarise your learning each week. You may like to produce online revision cards, or view ready made decks on platforms such as Quizlet or Gizmo. This will support your learning of key vocabulary.
1. Attend the weekly Biology workshop to consolidate learning each week and to develop your exam technique through completing targeted exam question booklets. Working with your peers with the support of specialist staff is one of the best things you can do to keep your learning on track.
1. Regularly practice exam questions online by accessing sites such as Physics and Maths Tutor. This site breaks questions down by topic allowing you to easily source questions to back up your regular revision. Development of good exam technique and plenty of practice is essential to be successful on the Alevel Biology course.

	Formal home learning

	1. Home learning tasks may vary, depending on what you have covered in class.
1. You may be asked to learn a new skill or section of knowledge, ready to be assessed in class e.g. how to draw alpha glucose.
1. Tasks may include worksheet based tasks to consolidate or extend you knowledge.
1. A high proportion of home learning tasks will involve practice of exam questions to build skills and confidence as you move through the course.
1. Online learning such as Seneca will also be used regularly to support your learning.
1. Revision will also be requested when approaching an assessment. You may be asked to provide proof of revision.

	Wider reading and extension

	
1. Read ahead to prepare for new learning using your Biology textbook.
1. Get a head start to preparing for your paper 3 essay by getting into the practice of completing extended writing questions.
1. Read about new developments in Biology in the news, using sites such as Science Daily, Biology News Net or the science section of regular news sites such as the BBC.
1. Watch science documentaries.
1. Consider attending a lecture at a local University. Keep an eye out on their websites for extra opportunities.
1. Complete online learning courses using sites such as FutureLearn and Unifrog. There are many free short courses on Future Learn that would be relevant. Explore the various available MOOCs on Unifrog. Both types of online course offer tailored experiences from a range of top Universities worldwide. These courses can be invaluable in proving that you have gone above and beyond the normal pupil, when it comes to your UCAS applications. They can also give you a great insight into whether a particular University course or career is right for you.
1. Read literature from renowned scientists. Whether it’s classics such as “The Origin of Species,” by Charles Darwin or “The Selfish Gene,” by Richard Dawkins or more contemporary reading such as “The incredible unlikeness of being,” by Alice Robert’s or “The Gene,” by Siddhartha Mukharjee, each will give you a new insight into the world of Biology.





