
Edexcel exam board (1DR0)
Written examination: 1 hour, 45 minutes.

Section A – 45 marks – 6 questions to answer on acting, directing and design elements of 
J.B. Priestley’s ‘An Inspector Calls’.

Use knowledge organisers given to learn the meaning of the phrases used in the questions:
• Vocal skills = accent, emphasis, tone, volume, pace, pitch, pause, projection.
• Physical skills = movement, gestures, facial expressions, posture, eye-line.
• Performance skills = all of the above skills, proxemics, body language, levels.
• Context = the time period when the play was set - Edwardian era (1910-12).
AND where the extract given is from within the play (i.e. the end after all the characters 
have been interrogated or the start of Act 1 as Gerald’s interrogation starts etc.)

The context of the play is very important, so make sure that you understand what life was 
like in the Edwardian era (1910-1912) – look at notes in your drama book, English book & 
online: https://www.bbc.co.uk/education search ‘An Inspector Calls’ context.

Review notes made in your book about various design elements for the play: lighting, 
costume, stage furniture/props, stage space, set design and sound.  You are given a choice 
between 3 options in the exam questions, so which are you going to choose to write about? 
I suggest that you revise at least 4 in depth.

Use knowledge organiser given to learn key vocabulary relating to the design elements:
• Lighting: spotlight, gobo, coloured gels, wash, intensity (brightness/dimness), direction 
    of light (sidelight, front-lit, back-lit), blackout, to create mood, to show status, to show 
    character relationships.
• Costume: clothes (style, colour, fit and shape), material, shoes, jewellery, hairstyle, 
    accessories (e.g. cigar, fan), make-up,
• Stage furniture: Edwardian style, fabrics (velvet, silk, lace), wood (mahogany) room 
    accessories (lamp, candlesticks), rich colours, all to show wealth of Birling family.
• Stage space: proxemics, relationships between characters, configuration of audience, 

   entrances & exits, type of stage used.
•Set design: fixed elements of scenery all to show 
   wealth/status of Birling family - wallpaper design & 
   colour, framed photograph(s) of the family, awards 
   the family have achieved, grandfather clock,     		
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telephone, drinks cabinet etc.
• Sound: genre of music (type to signal the Edwardian time period), sound effects, 
   volume, pitch, fade, live or pre-recorded, to create atmosphere or mood.

Practise writing and re-writing answers to the different questions, particularly those that you 
find difficult.  Read and respond to feedback given on any practise answers you write.

Section B – 15 marks – 2 questions to answer about the Live Theatre Performance seen – ‘‘The 
Woman in Black’ at the Alhambra Theatre, Wednesday 21 February 2024 ; or a professional 
performance that you’ve seen in your own time.  ** You are allowed 500 words of notes for 
this section of the exam.**

Q9 (a) – Analyse…   explain, giving specific details, how an element of the production was 
used in the performance: acting, lighting, costume, set design, stage space, sound.

Q9 (b) – Evaluate…   give your opinion on how successful an element of the production 
was: acting, lighting, costume, set design, stage space, sound.

Practise writing example answers in timed conditions from past papers given and homework 
sheet.

SECTION A
15 minutes for Qai and Qaii (4 and 6 mark question)
15 minutes for Qbi (Design 9 mark question)
20 minutes for Qbii (Performance 12 mark question)
20 minutes for Qc (Design 14 mark question)

SECTION B
12 minutes for Q9a
18 mins for Q9b

This leaves 5 mins for checking answers/finishing off lower mark questions.

You can answer the questions in any order you wish, however I would suggest starting with 
the higher mark ones first.


