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GCSE French, German, Spanish

Top Tip: Itis impossible to ‘cram’ for a languages exam. Revise little but often. Start now!

Writing Speaking

1. Write what you know, don’t write what you don’t| 1. TALK TALK TALK - silence is not an option

know 2. Expand your answers — give at least 3 points per
2. Learn key verbs in all tenses so you can use them | answer

in the exam 3. Answer the question in the tense required by the
3. Give varied and frequent opinions and justify | question

them 4. The questions are there to prompt you not to trick
4. Answer all bullet points asked for you - listen out for triggers

5. Use the word count as a guide — this shows what | 5. Be prepared!

the exam board is expecting 6. Focus on intonation so it sounds like a natural
6. Don't panic or over think the question — show the | conversation not a robot

examiner what you can do 7. Sound confident — the impression you make on the
7.Don't give up on translations — something is always | examiner counts!

better than nothing 8. Take every opportunity to practise — lunchtimes

8. Allow yourself fime to proof read your writing and | and lessons
check sentence structure

Reading Listening

1. Whilst reading the text highlight any words you | 1. Practise regularly using the MP3s available from the
recognise — this will focus you on what you do know [ revision guide and Kerboodle — you will get used to
2. You will not know all the words used — you do not [ how they sound

need tol! 2. Practise pre-listening — use that 5 minutes reading
3. Look out for the little tricky words that can change | fime effectively. Pre-empt possible words or answers
the meaning of a sentence (such as negatives). that may be used.

4. Read all the questions carefully — they can often | 3. Look out for tricks — do they mentfion all three
give you a clue about what the text is about possible answers but only one is correct?

5. Use the revision guide regularly, you will get used | 4. Read the questions carefully — what type of answer
fo how the exam board asks questions are you being asked for (Who?2 Where?2 How? etc)

6. Look out for cognates and near-cognates that [ 5. Watch out for negatives and different tenses that
can help — but be aware of false friends! may mislead you

7.Vocabulary is key — the more you know the better | 6. Learn numbers — these will be used in the listening!
you will do 7. Build up your stamina — when revising do a few
8. Make sure you are answering in the language | listenings together from different topics

required 8. Never leave a blank answerl

Vocabulary (both Reading and Listening)
1. Learn vocabulary in small, regular chunks — start now!
2. Spend the time on areas of vocabulary you do not know
3. Set yourself weekly targets of learning a set number of words or spending a set time on memrise.com
and stick fo it!

Resources Available

e memrise.com ¢ BBC Bitsize « The Oak National Academy
* AQA GCSE French/German/Spanish Revision Guide ¢« AQA Kerboodle
Old-style GCSE Reading and Listening Past Paperse gimkit.com




