7 April 2020
Dear Student
Re: GCSE’s, AS and A Level Awarding information and Next Steps
I wrote to your parents/carers last Friday, 3 April 2020, as soon as the information on the process
for awarding grades for examinations was published – as an appendix to this letter I attach a
copy of the letter from Ofqual which is the organisation responsible for overseeing
examinations and the award of grades; below is a link to the Ofqual site which has further
detailed information and guidance:
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/how-gcses-as-a-levels-will-be-awarded-in-summer2020
I appreciate this is an anxious time for many of you and you are concerned about what the
outcome of this national process will be and how it may affect your future next steps. I wish to
reassure you that as a school community, we have your best interests at heart and we will do
all that we can to support you with the outcome of the award of examination grades and in
supporting you with applications to Sixth Form, to college, onto apprenticeship, to University or
whichever route you choose. The process for each of these routes is not yet clear but some
organisations are in the process of outlining how they will manage their application process –
I will write again when I receive more information.
I have already met with Miss Barrow and the Year Leaders at each Key Stage to review our
processes for the award of grades based on the criteria published by Ofqual. We will be
working with our data analysis team, as well as with Faculty and Subject Leaders to ensure we
submit the grade we believe you would have achieved had you sat your examinations this
summer.
When will grades be submitted?
The guidance states that the submission of marks to examination boards will not take place
until after 29 May 2020. As we already have Realistic Expected Grades submitted by each
class teacher and have undertaken a review, we are developing a robust system that does
take everything into account as the guidance suggests. I will be working further with our teams
of members of staff to ensure we are confident in our submission of grades based on your class
work, homework and all relevant evidence of progress especially where this is the case
following Progress Exams (mock exams).
When will I get to know my grades?
Ofqual have not yet published when the award of grades will take place but had
examinations gone ahead the Results Days are in place on 13 August 2020 for KS5 and 20
August 2020 for KS4. As previously stated and as the guidance from Ofqual makes clear, we
will not be in a position to let anyone know what the submission of grades has been – I thank
you in anticipation of your understanding; I appreciate this is a challenging time and many of
you will be anxious about the results – although this is true for all pupils with regard to the
examinations whichever year, it is especially difficult for you as you have not had the chance
to show off your abilities in examinations but will be given a grade as if you had.
Do I need to continue doing my examination work?
Ofqual make it clear that there is no requirement to set additional mock exams or homework
tasks for the purposes of determining a centre assessment grade. “There will be no requirement
to send any supporting evidence, such as student work, to the exam boards but centres should

retain records of this, in case exam boards have any queries about the data”. I understand
that for some pupils you will want to continue to bring some work to completion and others will
want to continue with their studies. We advise that if you wish to conclude certain pieces of
work then do so as it may be good evidence to support where you are at, but Ofqual have
stated that centres “should exercise caution where that evidence suggests a change in
performance”. The other consideration is future courses of study; a focus on subjects likely to
be studied in the future is advisable to ensure you continue to make progress and develop
your knowledge of these subjects.
What if I am unhappy with the grades awarded?
Ofqual have stated that students who feel their grades from the summer do not reflect their
ability will have the opportunity to take their exams in the autumn 2020 or in summer 2021.
Ofqual have stated that they are currently in consultation over the process for appeals against
any award of grades.
Next steps
It is important to consider how you will draw your examination work to a conclusion and how
you will continue with your studies in subjects you wish to study further either in Sixth Form,
College or University – please keep in touch with your teachers after the Easter break as they
will be able to help and advise as best they can. School remains open and will continue to do
so and we will be putting in place advice and guidance in partnership with careers services.

I hope that we may be able to host Results Days as in previous years and celebrate your
achievements with you. We will keep in contact with you and your parents/carers. As I receive
any further information, I will keep you updated. All your teachers and I are incredibly proud
of what you have achieved, and will no doubt continue to achieve. With our very best wishes,
we hope to see you soon.

Yours sincerely

Ian Morrel
Headteacher

